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We, the Bismarck Public School Board, present this statement of our basic beliefs concerning 
education in order to formulate district goals and objectives and to establish programs that are 
designed to meet these goals and objectives within the legal framework of state and federal law.   
 
We Believe: 
1. The purpose of education is to equip students with the knowledge and skills necessary to 

become active, informed, and productive members of society.  Our public schools have a 
responsibility to foster the growth of intelligent and informed citizens. 
 

2. All individuals are entitled to equal rights, freedoms, and opportunities regardless of 
economic, cultural, or intellectual differences.  The District is committed to creating and 
preserving a learning and working environment that promotes tolerance and is free from 
discrimination and harassment.   

 
3. Through the study of basic subject matter, history, culture, fine arts, and co-curricular 

programs, students will be prepared for both the practical tasks and complexities of the 
world.  The District will provide all students with opportunities to participate in varied 
curricular and co-curricular offerings. 

 
4. Education should aid in the development of good character, self-respect and self-worth, and 

offer opportunities to form satisfying and responsible relationships with other people.  The 
District will offer programs that allow students to practice the skills of family and community 
living and that promote an appreciation for health and safety. 

 
5. Education must look to the future.  The District will offer programs to help equip students 

with skills that may be demanded by our future society, that help students select appropriate 
occupations, and that provide opportunities to develop worthwhile leisure time activities.  
The District will also offer programs that teach money, property, and resource management 
techniques and conservation practices in order to assist students with planning for the future. 

 
6. Educational experiences should be timed in accordance with students' readiness for them.  

All district programs will take into account factors such as age, maturity, and readiness. 
 

7. Appropriate discipline helps ensure that the educational program operates efficiently and 
helps mold students into upstanding citizens.  Policies will be developed in accordance with 
law to ensure administrators are equipped to appropriately respond to disciplinary issues. 
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Parents/guardians and the community should serve as partners with schools.  It takes the 
combined effort of all members of the community to develop and maintain an educational 
program that meets the objectives delineated above. District schools will embrace the support 
and reflect the expectations of the community. 
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